Hindley  Urban  District. 

1008. 


OF  THE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee . 

Gentlemen, 

The  Hindley  Urban  District  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Leigh  Borough  and 
Westhoughton  Urban  District ; North  by  Aspull  Urban  District ; South  by 
Abram  and  Ince  Urban  Districts  ; and  West  by  the  latter  district; 

Its  estimated  population  on  July  1st,  1908,  was  26,343  ; in  the  Northy  West, 
and  Central  Wards,  16,070 ; South  Ward,  5,528  ; East  Ward,  4,745. 

£ s.  d. 

Rateable  Value,  1908  95530  15  0 

Annual  Assessable  Value,  1908  . . . . . . 78769  17  9 

One  Penny  in  the  £ produces  . . . . . . 328  4 0 

Balance  of  Outstanding  Loans  under  Public  Health 

Acts  . . . . . . . . . . . . 49183  0 0 


Industries. — The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  cotton  spinning,  and 
weaving.  One  of  the  latter  sheds  is  closed  owing  to  trade  depression.  Geolo- 
gically the  District  is  on  the  Coal  Measures,  covered  more  or  less  with  clay  and 
sand. 


Roads  and  Streets  paved  in  the  District : — 


M. 

F. 

Yds. 

Main  Roads 

• • 

5 

6 

0 

Secondary  Roads 

• • 

2 

2 

46 

Other  Roads 

• • 

0 

6 

211 

Private  Streets 

• • 

5 

5 

196 

This  is  an  increase  of  practically  one  mile  during  the  year. 

Housing  Accommodation  consists  principally  of  four-roomed  cottages.  All 
are  on  fairly  open  sites.  We  have  some  old  property  and  a few  single  houses. 
Supervision  over  erection  of  new  houses  is  exercised  by  the  Surveyor  of  the 
Council.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  Parts  I.,  II.,  and  III.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 
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Water  Supply  of  the  whole  District  is  drawn  from  the  Rivington  Waterworks, 
the  property  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Liverpool.  The  supply  is  continuous, 
abundant,  and  wholesome.  We  have  had  no  cases  of  lead  poisoning. 

Milk  Supply. — This  is  still  capable  of  improvement ; it  is  much  cleaner  than 
it  used  to  be,  but  I cannot  say  it  is  properly  sieved  before  sale  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  nor  is  sufficient  care  taken  after  purchase  to  keep  it  clean.  Samples  of 
the  milk  are  taken  at  irregular  intervals  by  the  Police.  No  report  of  the  analyses 
is  ever  received. 


Other  Foods. — Here  again  action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is 
taken  by  the  County  Authority.  The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  foods 
are  prepared,  stored,  and  exposed  for  sale  is  generally  good. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. — This  is  a very  difficult  and  expensive  item  in  the 
District.  The  levels  of  the  pipe  lines  are  constantly  changing  owing  to  colliery 
workings.  It  is  sufficient  in  all  parts.  Condition  of  sewers  and  house  drains 
is  satisfactory,  but  at  every  meeting  we  have  to  call  attention  to  waste  pipes, 
&c.  ; these  are  chiefly  damaged  by  the  tenants.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of  at 
sewage  farms.  (1)  Platt  Bridge  : Septic  tanks  with  contact  beds.  (2)  Hindley 
Green  : Precipitation  tanks,  sand  and  ash  filters.  County  Council  reports  always 
satisfactory. 

There  is  some  pollution  of  the  Borsdane  Brook  at  present  outside  our  area. 


Excrement  Disposal. - 

Privy  Middens 
Pails 

Water  Closets 
Waste  Closets 


-Privy  middens,  pails,  water  closets,  viz. 


1,664 

1,121 

575 

18 


Included  in  the  W.C.’s  are  counted  five  conversions  of  privy  middens.  All 
the  defects  of  the  privy  midden  and  pail  ever  described  have  been  found  during 
the  year,  and  the  greater  number  have  been  made  good  after  notice.  It  has  not 
been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances. 

House  Refuse,  c fee.,  is  removed  to  the  town’s  yard,  mixed  with  ashes,  &c., 
and  used  to  be  taken  aAvay  by  farmers  ; latterly  great  accumulations  have  taken 
place,  and  I think  the  Council  has  practically  determined  to  erect  a Destructor. 
There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  present  state  of  things  being  a nuisance. 

Bye-Laws. — We  have  no  model  lodging  houses,  and  no  bye-laws  for  dealing 
with  same.  It  would  be  an  advantage  if  your  Council  could  adopt  bye-laws  for 
offensive  trades,  tripe  dressing,  horse  slaughtering. 


Schools. — These  are  dealt  with  in  the  Report  of  the  Schools  Medical  Officer 
attached  to  this  Report. 


Infectious  Diseases. — All  cases  notified  under  the  Act  of  1899  are  visited  ; 
attempts  made  to  trace  the  history,  instructions  are  given,  leaflets  sent,  disin- 
fectants supplied,  and  all  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  that  cannot  be  properly  isolated 
at  home  are  removed  to  the  Hospital  in  Sandy  Lane.  At  the  moment  provision 
is  only  made  for  the  treatment  ol  one  disease  ; the  building  in  use  was  erected 
01  Small-I  ox.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  it  was  agreed  to  borrow  £8,300 
tor  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  to  contain  24 
)ecls,  12  for  Scarlet  Fever,  8 for  Enteric  Fever,  and  4 for  Diphtheria  or  an 
Observation  Block,  with  Administration  Block,  Laundry,  Mortuary,  &c.  Dis- 
formaline  ^ ^ashingtoi-Lyons  steam  disinfector:  and  fumigation,  sulphur  and 
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Tuberculosis. — Some  years  ago  voluntary  notification  was  proposed,  but  not 
accepted.  An  attempt  was  made  to  disinfect  after  death,  but  the  difficulties 
placed  in  the  way,  and  the  refusal  of  so  many  to  have  anything  done,  led  to  the 
withdrawal  of  same.  Disinfection  done  by  request  at  present.  I am  drawing 
up  a paper  for  public  distribution  on  the  subject.  The  only  hospital  accommo- 
dation is  that  provided  by  the  County  Borough  of  Wigan ; the  Small- Pox 
buildings  being  used.  When  Hindley’s  new  hospital  is  built  the  old  structure 
if  thought  desirable  could  be  used  for  tuberculous  diseases. 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  District  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

All  the  Bakehouses  have  been  well  kept  during  the  year. 

The  good  work  done  by  the  Hindley  Sick  Nursing  Association  has  been  so 
much  appreciated  that  the  Committee  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional 
Nurse.  I don’t  think  it  wise  for  the  Association  to  permit  its  nurses  to  under- 
take the  care  of  patients  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever.  In  a comparatively 
short  time  two  of  the  nurses  at  the  Fever  Hospital  were  infected  by  patients,  and, 
as  your  Council  is  prepared  to  deal  with  all  cases  of  this  disease,  there  is  over- 
lapping. Again  the  public,  seeing  the  District  Nurse  go  from  Enteric  Fever  to, 
say,  Pneumonia  or  a i racture,  loses  its  dread,  and  becomes  careless  in  consequence. 
I know  it  is  not  easy  to  carry  germs  producing  this  disease,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  the  resident  staff  of  a hospital  is  liable  to  contract  it. 


Summarised  Statistics. 


Population  (cersus  1901)  (whole  area;  23,504 

„ (estimated  1st  July,  1908) 26,343 

„ N.,  W.,  and  C.  Wards  16,070 

South  Ward 5,528 

„ East  ,,  4,745 


Deaihs. 

Whole  area,  including  deaths  registered  outside 

N.,  W.,  and  C.  Wards  

South  Ward  

East  „ 


M.  E. 
466  = 246  220 
286 
101 
79 


The  death-rate  per  1,000  living  was  17*6,  in  1907  15*6 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,00©  births 158,  in  1907  152 

Percentage  cf  total  deaths 27,  in  1907  28 


all  children  under  five  12,  in  1907  48 


446  deaths  were  registered  in  Hindley,  and  20  in  Wigan. 

Zymotic  death-rate 
» 


per  1*000  living.  DO.  in  1907  3*2 
excluding  diarrhoea  1*06.  in  1907  1*07 
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Births. 


Whole  area,  1908  

...  803 

M. 

= 393 

F. 

410 

Whole  area,  1907  

...  749 

= 378 

371 

Equal  to  a rate  of  30*5  per  1,000  living— 

■in  1907,  749,  a rate  of  29*2. 

1908. 

190 

'n 

M. 

F 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  births — 1ST.,  W.,  and  C.  Wards 

226  * 

231  ... 

210 

215 

South  Ward 

86 

93  ... 

91 

74 

.,  Eastward 

70 

75  ... 

68 

70 

Illegitimate  births — N.,  W.,  and  C.  W ards 

7 

6 ... 

5 

8 

South  Ward  

4 

4 ... 

2 

2 

„ Eastward 

0 

j ... 

2 

2 

393 

410 

378 

371 

The  birth-rate  is  better  than  last  year,  viz.,  30*5  per  1,000,  compared  with 
29*2  in  1907.  g 

The  10-yearly  average  1898 — 1907  is  34*9 

The  illegitimate  births,  21,  equal  the  number  in  1906;  in  1907  we  had  37. 


Infantile  Mortality. — 127  deaths  of  infants  under  twelve  months  were  regis- 
tered, equal  to  28-1  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  and  158  deaths  per  1,000 
births.  This  is  a slight  increase  on  the  figures  for  1907,  viz.,  114,  out  of  406 
deaths,  or  28-07  per  cent.,  and  152  per  1,000  births.  51  of  these  children  did 
not  live  one  month.  23  were  prematurely  born — a fact  causing  ugly  reflections. 
It  is  certainly  hard  to  think  nothing  was  done  to  bring  this  about.  14  deaths 
under  one  month  were  due  to  congenital  defects,  one  to  injury  at  birth,  Diarrhoea 
diseases  4,  Marasmus  1,  Tuberculous  Peritonitis  1,  Meningitis  1,  Convulsions  2, 
Bronchitis  1,  Pneumonia  3 = 33  died  under  one  week,  6 in  1-2  weeks,  5 in  2-3 
weeks  and  7 in  3-4  weeks. 


Compared  with  the  preceding  year  we  had  one  death  from  Measles,  none 
from  Whooping  Cough,  but  2 from  Diphtheria,  16  from  Diarrhceal  diseases  ; in 
1907,  23.  Tuberculous  diseases  caused  19  deaths,  and  in  1907  only  8.  Pneu- 
monia caused  21  deaths  and  Bronchitis  5. 

I do  not  think  industrial  occupations  had  much  to  do  with  the  premature 
births,  nor  want  with  the  congenital  defects.  Some  of  the  deaths  due  to  acute 
diseases  like  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  (26)  must  come  amongst  the  preventable 
diseases.  19  deaths  caused  by  Tuberculous  diseases.  With  larger,  better  lighted 
and  ventilated  homes,  kept  clean,  spread  of  the  knowledge  that  breast  milk  is 
the  only  food  for  a baby,  and  when  this  is  not  possible  the  purchase  of 
clean  milk,  add  to  these  suitable  clothing,  with  daily  bathing — these  deaths  will 
disappear  from  the  register. 
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Adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  was  considered  by  your 
Council.  It  was  felt  and  decided  that  it  would  be  well  to  wait  and  be  guided 
by  the  experiences  of  similar  bodies  to  your  own,  the  question  was  adjourned 
for  a time.  Your  Council  still  continues  to  distribute  cards  on  the  feeding  of 
infants. 


TABLE  A.— Death-rates  for  10  Years— 1899— 1908. 


Hindley. 

Infant  deaths 

All  causes. 

Zymotics. 

per  1,000  births. 

1899—20-31  

4-63  

222 

1900—21-7  

3*7  

201 

1901—21-3  

4*99  

213 

1902—17*5  

2*6  

181 

1903—18-8  

2*5  

173 

1904— 19*6  

3-5  

184 

1905—15-4  

2*2  

148 

1906—16*4  

3-4  

159 

1907—15-6  

3*2  

152 

1908—17*6  

1*6  

158 

Ten  years’  averages,  18*4 

3*2 

179 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  1908  show  an  increase,  zymotic  deaths  a diminu- 
tion, and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  an  increase. 


Table  B. 

Deaths  at  the  Several  Age  Periods,  1899—1908 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Deaths 

under  1 year  

195 

170 

198 

158 

154 

148 

120 

131 

114 

127 

over  1 and  under  5 yrs.. 

129 

97 

91 

48 

89 

92 

66 

84 

81 

69 

5 „ 15  „ 

28 

23 

35 

15 

21 

30 

18 

20 

25 

37 

15  „ 25  „ 

21 

15 

16 

28 

22 

24 

20 

12 

19 

18 

25  „ 65  „ 

88 

132 

99 

128 

115 

133 

116 

111 

113 

133 

>» 

65  and  upwards  

59 

59 

64 

52 

63 

65 

48 

63 

54 

82 
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TABLE  C,  1908. — Hindley. 


Causes  oe  Deaths,  excluding  Zymotics. 


All 

Causes  of  Deaths.  Ages. 

Under 

1. 

1-5. 

5-15. 

15-25. 

25-65 

65 

up. 

Death  R 
1908. 

■Res. 

1907. 

Croup  1 

• • • • » 

1 . 

. — . 

. — . . 

. — ... 

— 

...  — . . 

. — 

Epidemic  Influenza  3 

. . — ... 

— . 

. — . 

..  1 .. 

0 

. u*  « ' • 

— 

— 11  .. 

•15 

Enteritis  8 

..  6 ... 

— . 

. — . 

. , — 

. — . . . 

2 

...  -3  .. 

. -26 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  2 

. . . — ... 

— . 

. — . 

. . ■ — . . 

. 2 ... 

— 

...  — . . 

. - — - 

Other  Septic 

Diseases 2 

• • • • • 

- — 

. 1 . 

— 

. 1 ... 

— 



— - 

Phthisis 20 

..  1 ... 

1 . 

. 1 . 

..  4 .. 

. 13  ... 

— 

...  75  .. 

. *7 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  43 

..  18  ... 

19  . 

. 4 . 

..  2 .. 

— — 

— 

...1-6  .. 

•8 

Cancer  (Malignant 
Dista^es)  21 

, - - 



• 0 



. 15  ... 

9 

...  *9  .. 

. ’57 

Bronchitis  32 

...  5 ... 

1 . 

• • 

• « • 

. 12  ... 

14 

...1-2  .. 

. -9 

Pneumonia  57 

...  21  ... 

13  . 

..  4 . 

..  1 . 

. 15  ... 

3 

...2T  .. 

. 17 

Pleurisy 2 

. . — . . . 

— . 

..  1 . 

. — . . . 

1 

...  — .. 

. — 

Other  Diseases  of 
Respii  ’t’r>  Or  gans  6 

...  1 ... 

3 . 

. 1 . 

. . , . 

. — . . . 

1 

...  -23  .. 

. T5 

Alcoholism  (Cirr- 
hosis of  Liver)  ...  7 

■ - 

_ 



— — 

..  6 ... 

1 

...  -26  . 

— 

Venereal  Diseases...  2 

...  1 ... 

— . 

. . — 

. . — . 

. 1 ... 

— 

...  — .. 

. — 

Premature  Birth  ...  26 

...  26  ... 

— - . 

, . — 

. . — . 

. . — . . . 

— 

...  -98  ., 

•5 

Diseases  Sr  Accidents 
of  Partuiition  ...  4 







. 

..  4 .. 

- 

...  T5  . 

- - 

Heart  Diseases  33 

...  — . . 

— . 

..  4 

2 

..  18  ... 

9 

...1*3  .. 

. 1*5 

Accidents  18 

...  1 .. 

4 

..  2 

...  3 . 

..  6 .. 

...  68  . 

. — 

All  other  causes  ...  132 

...  35  ... 

13  . 

..  8 

..  3 . 

..  33  ... 

40 

...  — . 

. — 

422 

115 

55 

26 

16 

128 

82 

...  . 

. — 

In  1907lThe  total  deaths  in  a similar  table  were  exactly  100  less,  viz.,  322. 
The  chief  increases  were  brought  about  by  Phthisis  and  other  Tuberculous 
Diseases,  63,  compared  with  40.  All  diseases  of  the  lungs  excluding  Tubercle,  97, 
compared  with  76  ; alcoholism  7,  compared  with  3 ; Premature  Births  26,  in- 
stead of  13  ; Parturition  and  diseases  of,  6 against  3 ; * Accidents  18,  an  increase 
of  5 ; all  other  causes  132,  compared  with  104.  In  1908  no  death  from  suicide 
was  registered,  i 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Diseases  of  Parturition. — The  former  caused  2 deaths, 
the  latter  4,  viz.,  Placenta  Prcevia  2,  Pericarditis  and  Ac.  Nephritis  one  each. 
Only  5 notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  received  ; the  death  rate  was  equal 
to  40  %.  The  deaths  from  Parturition,  compared  with  the  total  births  was  -74 
per  cent. 

The  Midwives  Act  continues  to  bear  good  fruit.  The  midwives  are  gradually 
falling  into  line  : they  are  doing  their  work  better  for  the  greater  part, 
and  when  we  remember  that  some  of  them  can  neither  read  nor  write  we  must 
admit  the  improvements  in  then’  methods  little  short  of  marvellous, 


7 


Phthisis  and  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases. — These  diseases  caused  a greatly 
increased  mortality,  and  chiefly  amongst  infants.  The  death  of  one  baby  was 
certified  as  due  to  Tuberculous  Peritonitis,  and  it  lived  one  week.  We  had  a case 
of  Phthisis  under  one  year  ; 19  of  these  deaths  were  in  infants  under  one  year, 
and  39  of  the  total  under  five  years  ; 13  of  the  infant  deaths  were  due  to  diseases 
of  the  abdominal  organs,  leading  one  to  suggest  food  and  that  milk  must  have 
had  a great  deal  to  do  with  bringing  this  about.  Absence  of  light  and  fresh  air 
in  many  of  the  old  houses  has  an  injurious  effect  on  the  health  and  lives  of  the 
babies  ; it  is  certainly  necessary  to  keep  them  warm.  To  do  so  does  not  mean 
closed  windows  and  doors,  nor  sleeping  with  the  parents.  It  is  a fallacy  to  suppose 
a newly  born  child  must  sleep  with  the  mother  ; better  for  both  to  occupy  separate 
beds. 


These  diseases  in  future,  so  far  as  patients  of  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officer 
are  concerned,  are  compulsorily  notifiable.  The  distribution  of  the  deaths  during 
the  year  was  N.,  W.,  and  C.  Wards,  44  ; South,  5 ; East,  13.  In  N.,  W.,  and  C. 
Wards  the  house  distribution  was  : — 


1,  Chapel  Green;  55,  Chapel  Green;  116,  Algernon  Street;  7,  Leyland 
Street;  50,  Platt  Lane;  70,  Argyle  Street;  11,  Cowburn  Street;  41,  Cowburn 
Street ; 62,  Castle  Hill ; 170,  Castle  Hill ; 151,  Castle  Hill ; 30,  Castle  Hill  (2 

cases)  ; 36,  Castle  Hill ; 9,  Gennell ; 18,  Bridgecroft ; 5,  Gibson’s  Court ; 5, 

Close  Street ; 7,  Chapel  Fields ; 4,  Well  Fold ; Sandy  Lane ; Chapel  Green 
(1,  Sharp’s  Yard)  ; 17,  Ellesmere  Street ; 10,  Ellesmere  Street ; 67,  Bridgewater 
Street;  51,  Ward  Street  (2  cases);  5,  Holding  Street;  176,  Ladies  Lane;  16, 

Hoade  Street ; 24,  Hall  Lane  ; 17,  Gaskell  Street ; 4,  Turner  Street ; 8,  Maccles- 

field Street ; 85,  Wigan  Road  ; 172,  Wigan  Road  ; 3,  Unsworth  Terrace  ; 19, 
Amberswood  ; 2,  Holt  Street ; 85,  Liverpool  Road  ; 130,  Atherton  Road  ; 96, 
Argyle  Street ; 10,  Lord  Street.  In  the  South  Ward  : — 5,  Hussey  Houses  ; 7, 
Mawdsley  Street ; 28,  Moss  Lane  ; 24,  Platt  Street ; and  139,  Walthew  Lane. 
In  the  East  Ward  : — -Leigh  Road — 32,  257,  319  ; 9,  Slacky  Fold  ; Clay  Hole  ; 13, 
Pauline  Street;  297,  864,  723,  Atherton  Road;  19,  Johnson  Street;  144,  Alder 
Lane  ; back  of  21,  Swan  Lane. 


This  analysis  shows  that  the  Castle  Hiii  and  Chapel  Green  area  had  21  of 
the  cases.  Ladies  Lane  had  eight.  The  two  instances  in  which  we  had  two 
deaths  in  a house  were  members  of  the  same  family,  and  the  deaths  followed  each 
other  quickly. 

Cancer. — 24  deaths  in  1908,  15  in  1907,  and  9 in  1906.  I had  occasion  to 
call  attention  last  year  to  the  increased  death  rate  from  this  disease.  All  the 
deaths  were  those  of  adult  life.  The  death  rate  was  -91,  in  1907  -57,  in  1906  *3. 
The  age  of  the  youngest  of  the  cases  was  40.  11  were  males  and  13  females. 


Bronchitis. — 32  deaths  were  registered  = a rate  of  1-2,  compared  with  25 
and  *9  in  1907,  and  45  and  1-7  in  1906. 


Pneumonia. — 57  deaths,  equal  to  a rate  of  2-1.  Here  again  we  have  a 
progressive  increase  ; 45  in  1907,  and  32  in  1906,  with  death  rates  per  1,010 
living  of  1-7  and  1-2  respectively. 

Premature  Births. — 26,  with  a rate  of  -98  is  just  double  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  with  13  such  deaths  and  a rate  of  -5, 
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Heart  Diseases. — 33  deaths  and  a rate  of  1-3.  This  is  a little  better  than  1907 » 
with  39  and  a rate  of  T5. 

Suicides. — None. 

Accidents. — 18,  and  a rate  of  -68,  due  to  burns,  scalds,  and  injuries  in 
collieries,  &c.  5 were  in  children  under  five,  exactly  the  same  number  of  children 

as  in  1907,  but  the  total  number  was  only  13  in  that  year. 


Table  D. 

Showing  the  Deaths  from;  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1908.  1907. 


Smallpox  

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  
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5 
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38  33  8 

1 ! 

1 

4 

56 

15 

13 

This  table  shows  that  in  1908  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  prevalent  were 
Scarlet  Fever  with  11  deaths,  and  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  with  a 
similar  number.  Measles  caused  the  death  of  one  child  only,  compared  with  29 
in  1907,  and  35  in  1906. 

Small- Pox. — Again  we  had  no  cases  during  1908. 

Measles,  as  mentioned  above,  only  caused  one  death.  Although  it  lost  its 
epidemic  form,  I have  had  cases  reported  by  the  Teachers  all  through  the 
year.  Fortunately,  it  has  only  been  of  a mild  type. 

Diarrhoea. — Only  16  deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause,  owing  to  the 
cold  and  wet  summer.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  -6  per  1,000  living,  but  to 
compare  it  with  the  previous  year  we  must  add  6 deaths  of  infants  whose  deaths 
were  registered  as  due  to  Enteritis.  Two  years  ago  the  Local  Government  Board 
directed  that  all  deaths  from  Enteritis,  Gastritis,  &c.,  of  infants  under  one  year, 
must  be  entered  in  Table  IV.  as  though  certified  “ Diarrhoea.”  We  are  now 
directed  to  return  to  the  original  practice.  Hence,  24  compares  favourably  with 
the  30  deaths  of  1907  pom  both  causes.  10  of  the  16  deaths  were  children  under 
one  year. 
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Notifications  of  Zymotic  Diseases,  1908. 


Distribution  in  Months  and  Wards. 


Wards. 
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23 
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34 

85 
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18 

256  is  many  more  than  double  the  number  we  had  in  1907,  viz.,  107.  but 
that  was  our  record  year.  In  1908  we  had  159  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  50  Diph- 
theria and  Membranous  Croup,  20  Enteric  Fever,  5 Puerperal  Fever,  and  21 
cases  of  Erysipelas.  The  South  Ward  suffered  most;  93  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified  in  that  district.  The  greatest  number  of  notifications  received  was 
427  in  1901.  The  next  highest  is  in  the  year  just  closed. 


Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Group.— 1908,  50;  in  1907,  16;  in  1906,  25. 
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1907  1 
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3 

4 

8 
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3 
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6 

14 

29 

4 
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3 
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6 
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3 

5 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 
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10 

6 

3 
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15 

2 

2 

2 

6 

21 

3 

4 

t 

14 

3 
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6 

15 

29 

50 
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One  of  these  was  the  Matron  at  the  Hospital ; fortunately,  we  had  no 
Enteric  Fever  in  the  District  at  the  time.  Cases  were  notified  every  month  of 
the  year,  the  greatest  number  in  the  last  quarter.  Eleven  died,  principally  those 
with  Membranous  Croup  ; the  case  mortality  was  again  very  high,  but  a little 
less  than  in  1907,  viz.,  22  per  cent,  instead  of  25  per  cent.  The  following  list 
shows  you  where  the  cases  were,  and  in  only  one  instance  has  the  disease  re-appeared 
in  the  same  house  as  in  1907.  The  list  also  shows  how  ill-founded  was  the  idea 
put  forward  by  a Local  Authority  that  the  Borsdane  Brook  was  the  cause  of  the 
spread  of  Diphtheria  in  its  area. 
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North,  West,  and  Central  Wards. 

Hill  Street,  1. 

Fairclough  Street,  15. 

Railway  Street,  38. 

Hall  Lane,  22. 

France  Street,  18,  18. 

Darby  Lane,  97. 

Bridge  Street,  35. 

Ellesmere  Street,  31,  18. 
Bridgewater  Street,  70. 
Arundel  Street,  13. 
Bridgecroft,  15. 

Burlington  Street,  15. 
Bleakledge  Street. 

Hospital. 

Argyle  Street,  88. 

George  Street,  53. 

First  Avenue,  5. 

Brook  Street. 

Atherton  Road,  47,  81,  112, 
116,  115,  170. 

White  House. 

Liverpool  Road,  43. 

Wigan  Road,  64. 


South  Ward. 

Platt  Street,  2. 

Lomax  Street,  3. 

Betley  Street,  51. 

Moss  Lane,  35,  13. 
Walthew  Lane,  34,  34,  7. 
Bank  Buildings. 

Liverpool  Road,  670,  518. 


East  Ward. 

Golden  Lion. 

4,  oh  Long  Lane. 

Atherton  Road,  745,  753,  718. 
Slackey  Fold,  IS. 

Engine  Pit  Lane,  2. 

Smithy  Row,  10,  10. 

Leigh  Road,  263. 


Enteric  Fever— 1907. 


Notified  in  Months  of,  and  Wards. 


Street  and  House  Distribution. 


North,  West , and  Central  Wards. 

Liverpool  Road,  86,  87. 
*Didsbury  Grove,  3. 

Wigan  Road,  54,  80,  80. 
Atherton  Road,  102. 
Bridgewater  Street,  4,  134. 
Arundel  Street,  39. 

Oxford  Street,  13,  13. 

Hindley  Mill  Lane,  9,  46,  46, 
46. 

Hospital  Nurse. 


1 South  Ward. 

Ellesmere  Terrace,  9. 
Walthew  Lane,  70. 

East  Ward . 

Alder  Lane,  61,  77. 


*A  case  of  Continued  Fever. 
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There  was  an  increase  of  three  cases  compared  with  1907  ; all  of  them 
except  those  in  and  about  Castle  Hill  widely  distributed.  No  household  had  the 
same  milk  supply.  The  water  supply  is  free  from  suspicion.  The  flooding  of 
Platt  Bridge  cannot  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  of  the  disease, 
because  we  only  had  two  cases  there,  although  one  of  these  probably  caused 
three  others.  Privy  middens  and  pails  they  nearly  all  had  in  common  and  unpaved 
yards.  In  no  single  case  could  we  trace  any  connection  with  shell  fish.  Most 
of  the  adult  males  were  colliers,  yet  we  cannot  say  that  any  of  them  contracted 
the  disease  in  the  coal  mine.  Two  of  the  cases  were  boys  five  years  old,  going 
to  the  same  School ; one  of  these  slept  with  his  mother  ; after  his  removal  a 
sister  slept  in  the  mother‘s  bed.  The  first  two  cases  were  positive  with  Widal’s 
re-action.  All  were  removed  to  the  Hospital. 

Sixteen  of  the  twenty  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital.  12  recovered, 
4 died.  It  is  only  fair,  however,  to  point  out  that  2 of  the  fatal  cases  were  dying 
when  taken  away,  but  we  had  no  alternative  ; we  removed  them  immediately 
after  notification,  and  because  there  was  no  one  to  attend  to  them,  and  no  accom- 
modation. One  of  them  had  been  sleeping  with  an  unrecognised  case.  One  of 
the  four  cases  treated  at  home  died,  so  that  the  Hospital  mortality  rate  and  the 
home  treated  cases  were  equal,  viz.,  25  %.  The  case  mortality  was  25  % ; in 
1907  is  was  23  % ; in  1906,  9-4  % ; in  1905,  16  %.  14  were  males  and  7 females  ; 

one  under  five,  three  5 to  15,  6 were  15  to  25,  and  12  were  from  25  to  65. 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  December  it  was  resolved  to 
recommend  the  Council  to  borrow  £8,300  for  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
This  recommendation  was  accepted  by  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting.  The 
Local  Government  Board  is  about  to  be  asked  for  borrowing  powers.  The 
Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  taking  this  step  ; it  has  long  felt  the  want  of 
such  an  institution,  and  has  only  waited  to  proceed  until  it  was  able  to  carry 
out  the  work  without  making  a serious  increase  in  the  rates. 


Scarlet  Fever— 1908. 

Total  Notifications  in  Wards  and  Months. 
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Year  1907 

North,  West,  and  Central 

— 

5 

6 

11 

5 

4 

3 

12 

23 

3 

6 

16 

25 

13 

12 

9 

34 

59 

82 

28 

South  

2 

6 

4 

12 

11 

8 

4 

23 

35 

2 

5 

9 

16 

3 

7 

9 

19 

35 

70 

18 

East  
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2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

7 

6 

2 

11 

10 

23 

18 

1 

7 

37 
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5 

12 

25 

42 

17 

20 

20 

57 

99 
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Distribution  in  Streets  and  Houses. 


North,  West,  and  Central  Wards. 


France  Street,  10,  10,  10,  22. 
Ladies  Lane,  79. 

Gaskell  Street,  12. 

Hill  Street,  22. 

Carr  Street,  15,  15. 

Danes  Avenue,  55,  55,  127. 

Castle  Hill,  151,  155,  155,  242. 
Hospital  (Caretaker). 

Highfield  Road,  12. 

Wood  Dagger  Farm. 

Argyle  Street,  13,  13,  60,  81,  81, 
84. 

Platt  Lane,  24. 

Algernon  Street,  92. 

Hindley  Mill  Lane,  38. 
Wharncliffe  Street,  1. 

Lord  Street  18,  96,  and  Carlton 
Villa. 

Park  Road,  98. 


Liverpool  Road,  124,  124,  120,  128,  85, 
216,  228,  228. 

Atherton  Road,  23,  23,  148,  170,  172. 
Mather’s  Court,  6,  6,  6. 

Cooper’s  Yard,  7. 

Blantyre  Street,  21. 

Bridgewater  Street,  68,  70,  179. 

George  Street,  30,  30,  68. 

Woodford  Street,  7. 

Chapel  Green,  50,  50,  50,  54,  91. 
Romford  Street,  10. 

Banner  Street,  11. 

Cowburn  Street,  23. 

Sandy  Lane  Farm. 

Market  Street  145,  and  1 back  of  Olive 
House. 

Macclesfield  Street,  17. 

Brook  Street,  1. 

First  Avenue,  16,  16,  38. 

Stafford  Street,  7. 


South  Ward. 


Douglas  Street,  11. 

Longton  Street,  3,  9,  16,  16,  16. 
Van  off  William  Street. 

Robert  Street,  1. 

Stephen  Street,  8. 

Crompton  Street,  5,  7,  14. 
Stanley  Road,  5,  21. 

Eatock  Street,  5 off 
Railway  Hotel. 

Neville  Street,  43,  43,  79. 


Mawdsley  Street,  14. 

Yarrow  Street,  3,  13,  16,  16. 

Betley  Street,  2,  14,  14,  16,  16. 

Moss  Lane,  15,  35,  36,  38,  42,  50,  58,  58. 
Bank  Street,  3. 

Walthew  Lane,  11a,  11a,  98,  98,  116,  116, 
116. 

Ridyard  Street,  7,  5. 

Platt  Street,  12. 

Liverpool  Road,  416,  428,  632,  594,  530, 
593,  499,  530,  425,  425,  404,  412, 
412,  423,  423,  423,  578,  597,  669. 


East  Ward. 

Thomas  Street,  40,  40.  Chapel  Fields,  21. 

Atherton  Road,  557,  915,  991.  Engine  Pit  Lane,  124. 
Leigh  Road,  272. 


Set  out  in  the  street  list  you  will  see  how  widespread  the  epidemic  has  been. 
We  had  cases  notified  every  month  in  1907  except  one.  In  1908  we  had  two  in 
January,  and  since  then  the  numbers  have  persistently  increased. 


First  Quarter 
Second  Quarter 
Fourth  Quarter 
Fifth  Quarter 


23 

37 

42 

57 


159 


We  only  had  eleven  deaths.  The  case  mortality  was  6-9.  In  addition  to 
the  cases  notified  we  have  had  other  cases  of  such  a mild  type  that  they  have 
been  overlooked.  I found  four  children  in  different  schools  during  the  year 
suffering  from  this  disease.  Then,  again,  the  absence  of  an  hospital  for  the 
isolation  of  children  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  severely  felt.  I have 
informed  you  during  the  year  of  children  and  contacts  playing  in  the  street  or 
frequenting  public  places  whilst  peeling.  And  as  a warning  a midwife  was 
successfully  prosecuted  for  exposing  a child  in  a public  place.  In  the  near  future 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  deal  with  all  these  cases. 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds 


Fifty-nine  in  the  District,  principally  in  the  East  Ward  ; about  nine  of  the 
tenants  have  ceased  to  keep  cattle.  Visits  have  been  paid  to  all  of  them  by 
myself  and  the  Inspector.  We  often  found  that  cowsheds  had  not  been  cleaned 
out  by  noon,  and  in  some  cases  later  than  that.  All  are  limewashed  twice  yearly. 
The  buildings  in  some  cases  are  old  and  dilapidated.  The  accommodation  in  the 
majority  is  so  scanty  that  overcrowding  is  the  rule.  Very  few  of  the  farmers 
have  properly  constructed  dairies.  The  lighting  and  ventilation  leave  much  to 
be  desired,  and  where  these  have  been  improved  the  draught  bogey  comes  along 
and  often  causes  the  blocking  of  the  ventilation,  if  not  of  the  light.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  pointed  out  that  expensive  farm  buildings  are  not  necessary  ; an  open  shed 
well  littered  with  dry  straw,  the  cows  being  allowed  to  go  out  and  in  with  a 
convenient  place  for  milking  is  all  the  animals  require.  It  is  true  they  will  not 
have  the  fine  sleek  coat  of  warmly  housed  cows,  but  they  will  have  better  health 
and  produce  better  and  cleaner  milk.  At  some  of  the  farms  there  is  a great 
improvement  all  round,  but  a farmer  cannot  be  expected  to  do  everything 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  sell  his  milk  clean  so  long  as  he  has  to  retail  it  at 
threepence  per  quart.  Two  of  the  worst  cowsheds  have  been  rebuilt  since  my 
last  Report,  viz.,  Owen’s  and  the  Manor,  the  latter  owing  to  a fire. 


Factories  and  Workshops  Order,  1901. 


During  the  year  426  visits  were  paid  to  factories,  workshops  and  workplat  es. 
Only  six  written  notices  required  serving  and  seven  defects  found.  These 
have  all  been  remedied.  I find  a general  desire  exists  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Order,  and  failures  to  do  so  were  mostly  due  to  ignorance.  The 
bakehouses  have  been  kept  clean,  and  some  of  the  small  retail  bakehouses  are 
models  of  cleanliness,  their  owners  evidently  take  a great  pride  in  keeping 
everything  clean  and  orderly.  We  had  to  close  one  refreshment  house  tem- 
porarily owing  to  Diphtheria. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework, 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) : — Inspections,  62. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries).— Inspections,  323 ; Written 
Notices,  2. 
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Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report). — Inspections,  41.  Written  Notices,  4. 

Total. — Inspections,  426.  Written  Notices,  6. 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Want  of  Cleanliness. — Found,  4.  Remedied,  4. 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors.— Found,  1.  Remedied,  1. 

Other  Nuisances. — Found,  2.  Remedied,  2. 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouse  (s.  101). — None. 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100).— 
None. 

Other  Offences  (Excluding  Offences  Relating  to  Outwork  which  are  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). — None. 

Total.- — Found,  7.  Remedied,  7. 

3.— HOME  WORK. 

Outworkers’  Lists  received  from  Employers  Twice  in  the  Year. — Making 
Wearing  Apparel,  &c.-— Lists,  4 ; Outworkers,  8.  Once  in  the  Year. — Lists,  1 ; 
Outworkers,  1.  Addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other  Councils.— 2. 
Inspections  of  Outworkers’  Premises,  6. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 
Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  Year. — 185. 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  Notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. — 2. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133). — 3. 
Other. — 4. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — Certificates  Granted  during  the  Year 
None.  In  use  at  the  end  of  the  Year,  none. 


J.  CHRONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


\2>th  February,  1909. 
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Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


The  woik  of  this  Department  continues  to  grow,  and  the  Inspector  has  been 
fully  occupied  during  the  year.  The  great  increase  during  the  year  in  the 
quantity  of  meat  condemned  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  carcases  of  two  tuber- 
culous beasts  were  unfit  for  food,  and  the  meat  of  another  carcase  was  so  dark 
coloured  the  animal  had  evidently  been  slaughtered  on  account  of  disease. 

Greater  care  has  been  taken  to  secure  the  steam  disinfection  of  the  clothing 
and  bedding  of  all  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease.  The  tables  imme- 
diately following  show  in  detail  the  work  done.  ■ * 


J.  CHRONNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


12 th  February,  1909. 


Sanitary  Department/ 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office,  Hindley. 

January  19  th,  1909. 


1 beg  to  report  that  the  disinfector  in  the  town’s  yard  has  been  used  since 
January  1st,  1908,  to  December  31st,  1908,  and  that  the  total  number  of  articles 
disinfected  during  that  period  has  been  2,984. 


Articles  Disinfected  in  1905 
,,  Damaged  in  1905 

,,  Disinfected  in  1906 

„ Damaged  in  1906 

,,  Disinfected  in  1907 

,,  Damaged  in  1907 

,,  Disinfected  in  1908 

„ Damaged  in  1908 


990 

8 

1,664 

1,412 

2,984 


JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector* 
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Sanitary  Department. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office,  Hindley. 

January  1 9th,  1909. 


To  Dr.  J.  ChronneU. 


Dear  Sir, 


I beg  to  report  that  there  has  been  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1908  : — 


Bad  meat  destroyed 
Bad  fish  destroyed 
Bad  rabbits  destroyed 

Preliminary  notices  sent  out  for  choked  drains,  gullies, 
accumulations  of  manure,  wet  and  foul  ashpits, 
&c. 

Legal  notices  served  on  owners  or  agents  for  abate- 
ment of  nuisances 

Notices  served  for  keeping  poultry  and  pigeons 
Notices  served  for  overcrowding 
Notices  to  limewash  after  disinfecting 
Notices  to  parents  that  their  children  must  not  attend 
school  owing  to  infectious  disease  in  their  house . . 
Notices  to  teachers  of  schools  informing  them  that 
children  were  not  to  attend  school  owing  to  in- 
fectious disease  being  in  their  houses 
Infectious  cases  notified 

Notifications  from  schools,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
&c. 

Houses  disinfected 
Open  and  foul  ashpits  remedied 
Houses  closed  unfit  for  habitation 
Notices  to  limewash  workshops 
Schools  fumigated  and  disinfected 

Slaughter-houses  visited  and  verbal  and  written  notices 
given  for  them  to  be  limewaslied 
There  are  185  factories  and  workshops. 

Visits  made  to  factories  and  workshops 
The  whole  of  the  infectious  cases  notified  as  well  as 
those  from  the  schools  have  been  visited  by  me, 
and  instructions  given. 

Prosecution  for  exposing  child  (Mrs.  Turley) 


1905. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

7661b. 

1161b. 

7241b.  14441b. 

1401b. 

791b. 

251b. 

801b. 

271b. 

— 

— 

— 

278 

234 

274 

278 

45 

61 

63 

59 

16 

5 

6 

7 

3 

3 

4 

6 

81 

68 

66 

108 

282 

424 

357 

383 

400 

613 

515 

472 

174 

160 

107 

256 

246 

468 

409 

252 

102 

109 

85 

164 

25 

29 

22 

15 

15 

8 

4 

- 3 

2 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

12 

10 

351 

392 

358 

426 

1 


JAMES  SOUTHERN, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Sanitary  Department. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

Hindley. 


TABLE  I. 


Number  of  children  kept  from  school  owing  to  having  Infectious  Disease. 


Name  of  School. 

Typhoid 

or 

En  tnric. 

S r arlet 
Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Puer- 

peral. 

Chicken 

pox. 

Small- 

pox. 

St.  Peter’s  

20 

St.  Nathaniel’s  

23 

Lowe  Green  Council 

13 

All  Saints  

1 

24 

2 

St.  Benedict’s 

1 

O 

u 

Hindley  Green  Natioi  al 

2 

1 

Castle  Hill  

3 

8 

2 

Argyle  Street  Council... 

13 

I 

St.  Paul’s  Council 

1 

Bethel  

3 

Platt  Bridge  Wesleyan... 

18 

Grammar  School  

1 

Brunswick  

1 

K 

5 

Sacred  Heart  

1 

Bickershaw 

1 

4 

129 

14 

JAMES  SOU'IHERN,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


January  19th,  1909. 
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TABLE  II. 

$ 

Sanitary  Department. 

Nuisance  Inspector’s  Office, 

Hind  ley. 


Summary  of  infectious  cases  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1908, 
showing  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  reported  which  affected  children 
attending  school,  and  the  number  of  children  kept  from  school  owing  to 
infectious  diseases  in  their  homes. 


These  returns  only  apply  to  Notifiable  Diseases. 


Name  of  School. 

Typhoid 

or 

Enteric. 

Scarlet 

Eecer. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Puer- 

peral. 

1 Chicken 
pox. 

Small- 

pox. 

Total. 

St.  Peter’s  

43 

43 

St.  Nathaniel’s  

37 

1 

38 

Lowe  Green  Council 

14 

14 

All  Saints’  

4 

47 

51 

St.  Benedict’s 

4 

10 

14 

Hindley  Green  National 

4 

4 

8 

Castle  Hill  

2 

6 

8 

Argyle  Street  Council  ... 

20 

4 

24 

St.  Paul’s  Council 

5 

5 

Bethel  

5 

5 

Platt  Bridge  Wesleyan... 

13 

1 

14 

Brunswick  

2 

3 

5 

Sacred  Heart  .. 

2 

2 

Holy  Family  

4 

4 

St.  John’s,  Abram 

1 

1 

Bickershaw  

1 

1 

10 

196 

31 

237 

Cases  reported,  school 

children  not  affected... 

10 

24 

15 

21 

4 

74 

20 

220 

46 

21 

4 

311 

JAMES  SOUTHERN,  Sanitary  Inspector. 


January  19th,  1909 
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# Rat  -s  in  Columns  4,  8,  3nd  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water)  2,611.  At  Census  of  1901  the  total  population  at  all  ages  was  23,504  ; number  of  inhabited  houses,  4,349  ; 
average  number  of  persons  per  house  5r4,  Institutions  outside  the  district  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  district 
— Wigan  Infirmary,  Wigan  Union  Infirmary.  Other  institutions  in  which  deaths  have  occurred  : Fever  Hospital,  Sandy 
Lane.  Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? — No. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  op  Infectious  Disease  Notified  During  the  Year  1908. 

Name  of  District — Hindley  Urban. 


T3 

03  ,d 
& § 
a ® 

4 

Total  cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital. 

21 

rH  • pH  CO  I I 

• rH 

00 

rH 

No.  of  Cases  re 
to  Hospital  from 
Locality. 

3 

East 

Ward. 

" • • rH  * * 

r— 4 

2 

South 

Ward. 

: : ; 03  ; : 

03 

1 

No  th, 
West, 
and 
Centr’l 

Wards 

* i 4—  co  : ; 

rH  • rH  rH  * • 

1C 

rH 

Total  Cases  Notified 
in  Each  Locality. 

3 

East 

Ward. 

10 

4 

7 

2 

co 

03 

2 

South 

Ward. 

11 

10 

70 

2 

93 

i 

1 

North, 

West, 

and 

Cent! 

Wards 

29 
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82 

16 
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140 
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* Matron.  f Caretaker. 

Isolation  Hospital  (Name  and  Situation)  : Smallpox— used  for  Enteric  Fever  ; Sandy  Lane,  North  Ward. 
Total  available  beds,  eight.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  one. 


TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Name  of  District — Hindley  Urban. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to 
whole  District  at  Subjoined 


Deaths  in 
Localities 


Ages. 

(at  a 

11  ages). 

Causes  of  Death. 

« 

m 

<X> 

be 

ca 

&- 

o3 

CD 

K-' 

1 1 

u 

CD 

AO 

rO 

a 

iO 

r~H 

u 
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TS 

c 

>o 

CM 
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CD 

TJ 
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iO 

r-H 

25  & 
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zo 

& 

ci 
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Xfl 

c3 

w 

Measles 

1 

1 

l 

Scarlet  fever  ..  

11 

6 

5 

3 

8 

Diphtheria  including  Mem- 

9 

branous  croup  

11 

2 

5 

4 

2 

Croup  

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  fever  

5 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

Epidemic  influenza 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  . 

22 

16 

3 

3 

13 

7 

2 

Ent  pri  tis  ...  

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal  fever  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 

2 

2 

2 

8 

losis)  

20 

1 

1 

1 

4 

13 

9 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  

43 

18 

19 

4 

2 

35 

2 

6 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

24 

15 

9 

16 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

32 

5 

1 

12 

14 

22 

5 

5 

Pneumonia  

57 

21 

13 

4 

1 

15 

3 

29 

14 

14 

Plouris  v ...  

2 

1 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

organs 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

7 

6 

1 

5 

YT enereal  disease 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  par- 

26 

26 

14 

6 

6 

turition 

4 

4 

1 

3 

Heart  diseases 

33 

4 

2 

18 

9 

27 

3 

3 

Accidents  

18 

1 

4 

2 

3 

6 

2 

7 

8 

3 

Other  septic  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes  

132 

35 

13 

8 

o 

O 

33 

40 

79 

29 

24 

All  causes 

466 

127 

69 

37 

18 

133 

82 

86 

101 

79 

23 


TABLE  V. 

HINDLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Infantile  Mortality  during  year  1908* 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  Week.  1 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  in  der  1 

1 Month. 

1-2  Months.  | 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

GO 

A=! 

£ 

0 

GO 

1 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

CO 

A3 

-e> 

S 

S 

00 

1 

E- 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

io 

•d 

+3 

c 

0 

£ 
r— 1 ! 

i — 1 

1 

© 

• 

CO 

A=S 

-1-3 

a 

o 

£ 

CM 

rH 

• 

Total  Deaths 
under  1 year. 

Certified  

33 

6 

t 

U 

7 

51 

12 

8 

7 

*7 

8 

5 

0 

6 

7 

6 

4 

127 

Uncertified  

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

branous  Croup  

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

Enteritis,  Muco- Enteritis, 

Gastro-  Enteritis  

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Gastritis,  Gas  tro-IntestinalCatar. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Premature  Birth  

19 

1 

1 

2 

23 

2 

1 

26 

Congenital  Defects  

13 

1 

14 

2 

16 

Injury  at  Bii  th 

1 

1 

1 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  starvation 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  ... 

1 

1 

l 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : Tabes 

Mesmterica  

1 

1 

1 

] 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

13 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Syphilis  

1 

1 

Rickets 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

o 

L. 

1 

10 

Convulsions  

1 

1 

2 

] 

2 

5 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

21 

Other  Causes  

1 

1 

Total  

33 

6 

5 

1 

51 

1 

12 

8 

7 

* 

t 

8 

5 

6 

6 

7 

6 

4 

127 

District  (or  sub-division)  of  Hindley  : 408. 


Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  26,343. 

Births  in  the  year  : Legitimate,  781  ; illegitimate,  22. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  : Legitimate  infants,  120  ; illegitimate  infants,  7. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  466. 
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TABLE (C.) 


County  of  Lancaster. 


SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1908. 


Urban  District  of  Hindley. 


Area  in  Statute  Acres,  2,611.  Population  (Census),  1901,  23,504.  Population 
(Estimated),  1908,  26,343. 

Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  James  Chronnell.  Salary,  £100. 

Births  registered : Male,  393  ; Female,  410 ; Total,  803. 

Deaths  registered : Male,  246 ; Female,  220  ; Total,  466. 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  registered,  21.  Deaths  of  Illegitimates  under 
one  year  of  age,  7. 

Birth  Rate,  30-5.  Death  Rate,  17-6.  Rate  of  Infant  Deaths,  under  one 
year,  to  1,000  Births,  158. 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic  Diseases  per  1,000  of  popula- 
tion, 1-6. 

Diseases  prevalent  ? Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Enteric  Fever.  Period  ? 
All  the  year. 

What  Action  taken  ? Ail  visited.  Any  Schools  Closed  ? No. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ? For  Small-Pox, 
eight  beds.  For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  the  above  is  used  for  Enteric  Fever 
in  the  absence  of  Small-Pox. 

Is  it  Joint  or  otherwise  ? Sole  use. 

Number  of  cases  removed : Enteric  Fever,  16 ; Diphtheria,  1 (Nurse) ; 
Scarlet  Fever,  1 (Caretaker) ; Total,  18. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  Patients  : From  what  causes  ? 4,  Enteric  Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out  ? Houses,  Fumigation,  SO  2 or  Formaldehyde  ; 
Apparatus  used,  Washington-Lyons ; Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  steam.  Where 
situated,  town’s  yard. 


•25 


Number  of  cares  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  under  the  Notification  Act  ? 

253. 


Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for 
instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Ckicken-Pox,  &c.)  ? If  so,  what 
are  they  ? No. 


Has  any  arrangement  been  made  for  the  “ voluntary  ” notificaiion  of 
PhthisD  ? No. 


Is  Diphtheritic  Anti-Toxin  supplied  to  Medical  Practitioners  free  of  charge  ? 

Yes. 

Action  taken  under  “ The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts.’’ — Number 
of  Houses  condemned  ? None.  Closed  ? None.  Demolished  ? None.  Made 
habitable  ? 20. 

From  where  is  the  Water  Supply  obtained  ? What  is  its  condition  ? Is  it 
subject  to  £our  inspection  ? Rivington  Waterworks  (Liverpool  Corporation). 
Good.  No. 

Is  Scavenging  carried  out  satisfactorily  ? Yes.  How  performed : — By 
Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or  Occupiers  of  Houses  ? Sanitary  Authority. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of  ? At  town's  yard  in  tanks  and  treated  with 
ashes.  Has  a Destructor  been  provided  ? No. 

What  is  the  character  of  Drainage  and  the  form  of  Sewage  Disposal  ? Pipe 
lines,  and  two  sewage  farms — (1)  Platt  Bridge:  Septic  tanks  with  contact  beds. 
(2)  Hindley  Green  : Precipitation  tanks,  sand  and  ash  filters. 

Canal  Boats  Number  Inspected  ? Number  of  infringement  of  Acts  ? No 
canal. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses  ? Good.  What  is  the  condition  of 
the  Slaughter  houses  ? Good.  Has  a Public  Abattoir  been  provided  ? No. 
What  is  the  condition  of  the  Lodging  Houses  ? One  only  ; fairly  kept.  Are 
they  Registered  ? No. 

WThat  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ? Capable  of  improvement 
in  some  cases  ; very  good  in  most. 

Dairies  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops : Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? Yes. 
What  is  their  condition  ? Only  fair.  Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  ? Yes.  Are  they  enforced  ? No  prose- 
cutions yet.  We  are  gradually  improving.  Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet 
required  for  each  cow  ? 800. 

Food  unfit  for  Human  Consumption:  Amount  seized  ? Meat,  1,4441b.  Fish, 

80tb. 

Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances.- — Number  of  Notices  served  ? 278. 

Nuisances  remedied  ? Most  of  them.  Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  and 
result  ? 59  legal  notices  were  necessary. 
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Closet  accommodation  of  the  District. — Number  of  Privy  Middens  ? 1,664. 
Pail  Closets  ? 1,121.  Fresh  Water  Closets  ? 575.  Waste  Water  Closets  ? 18. 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  converted  during  1908  ? To  W.C.’s,  5.  To  Pails, 
&c.,  none. 

Smoke. — Number  of  Observations  ? None  taken.  Number  of  Legal  Pro- 
ceedings taken  and  result  ? None.  What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the 
emission  of  black  smoke  per  hour  ? None. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted : — “ The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 
1890  ” ? Yes.  “ The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ” ? No.  “ The 
Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ” ? No.  “ The  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907  ” ? No. 

Notable  sanitary  improvements  during  1908. — Improving  sewage  track- 
Platt  Bridge,  and  cleaning  and  deepening  brook  to  prevent  flooding. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District. — Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
Destructor. 


Thos.  Wall  and  Sons  Ltd.,  “ Observer  ” Office,  Wigan. 


die  ©tmcrtticm  Committee  of  ©iitMeji. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

AND 

/ 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK 

PONE  UNDER  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE. 


Council  Offices, 

Bindley. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Urban 

District  Council  of  Hindley. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Report  and  Summary  of  the  work  herewith  presented  done  in  your 
Schools  is  not  what  you  contemplated  twelve  months  ago,  when  you 
provisionally  appointed  me  to  make  a beginning  of  the  Medical  Inspection 
of  the  Children. 

The  Board  of  Education  in  its  Schedule  and  Circular  596  of  August 
last,  clearly  defined  the  objects  of  the  inspection,  and  the  method  to  be 
followed. 

I have  used  the  Schedule,  and  give  you  the  details  asked  for  on  pages 
5 and  6 of  the  above  Circular,  as  nearly  as  possible. 

There  are  13  Schools  on  fairly  open  sites,  erected  at  different  periods  ; 
some  of  them  built  originally  as  school  chapels. 

The  ventilation  of  all  such  buildings  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  This 
question  of  ventilation  is  difficult  to  deal  with — finality  has  not  been 
reached,  and  I think  it  was  only  last  year  the  Board  of  Education  itself 
revised  its  own  bye-laws.  The  most  modern  and  simple  system,  as  well 
as  successful,  I have  any  knowledge  of  is  that  introduced  by  the  Stafford 
County  Council,  which  gives  45  inches  of  area  opening  per  child,  with 


cross  ventilation  and  no  ceiling  openings  ; of  course,  the  heating  area  is 
proportionately  increased.  This  is,  roughly,  ten  times  the  amount  asked 
for  by  the  Education  Board  until  recently.  The  blame  for  the 
defective  ventilation  of  our  Schools  cannot,  therefore,  be  placed  upon  the 
School  Managers. 

The  lighting  of  some  of  the  Schools  is  unsatisfactory  and  particularly 
the  artificial  light.  The  heating  in  most  cases  is  satisfactory.  Hot  water 
pipes,  radiators,  and  open  fire  places  are  used.  One  infant  school  on  the 
2nd  of  last  December,  a foggy  day,  had  a temperature  at  opening,  viz., 
9 a.m.,  of  47°  F.  ; noon,  49°  F.  ; 1 30  p.m.,  48°  F.  ; 4 p.m.,  50°  F.  The 
average  range  of  temperature  in  this  room  during  the  preceding  two  school 
weeks  was  48°  F.  to  55°  F.  Your  regulations  provide  for  a range  of  from 
55°  to  60°. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  few  of  the  schools  had  soap  and  towels 
even  for  the  teachers ; at  the  end  of  the  year  only  two  were  without. 

The  water  supply  for  drinking  is  sufficient  in  most  schools.  Two 
schools  have  only  one  tap  and  lavatory  basin  each.  I cannot  say  the 
lavatory  basins  are  washed  daily  in  all  cases.  Only  cold  water  is  supplied 
for  washing  in  the  majority  of  the  cloak-rooms,  even  when  the  school 
rooms  are  heated  with  hot  water  pipes. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  variable.  They  are  : Water  closets, 
latrines,  pails,  and  privy  middens.  The  offices  at  one  school  are  so 
insanitary  as  to  require  pulling  down  ; this  is  about  to  be  done,  and  new 
ones  erected  at  a cost  of  about  £250  Os.  Od.  The  privy  middens  and  the  pails 
also  ought  to  go.  The  accommodation  provided  at  All  Saints  is  very 
liberal,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  that  at  one  of  the  schools  in 
the  South  Ward. 

School  and  cloak-rooms  are  swept  daily.  All  the  floors,  I understand, 
are  washed  once  in  thirteen  weeks,  some  of  them  more  frequently. 
Children’s  coats,  cloaks,  &c.,  can  only  be  dried  in  one  school,  viz.,  the 
Argyle  Street  School,  the  boiler-house  being  available.  The  teachers  in 
other  schools  place  the  clothing  on  the  hot  water  pipes  in  the  school  rooms 
— a very  objectionable  practice;  yet,  they  cannot  do  otherwise. 

(6.)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Schools  Medical  Officer, 
and  in  the  absence  of  a School  Nurse  he  has  instructed  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  dirty  and  verminous  children.  When 
necessary  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Children. 


(n)  The  Board  of  Education  s Schedule  has  been  followed  m every 
instance. 

(ii.)  Assistance  was  freely  given  by  the  Teachers,  and  in  some  instances 
enthusiastically  so.  Your  Secretary,  Mr.  Booth,  has  had  a lot  of  work 
to  do,  and  the  sum  maries  and  tables  that  follow  have  all  been  prepared 
by  his  Clerk,  Mr.  0 Darbyshire. 
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(Hi.)  Written  notices  were  sent  to  each  parent  or  guardian  of  the 
children  about  to  be  inspected.  855  notices  went  out.  795  children  were 
inspected.  56  were  absent  through  illness,  and  only  four  parents  refused. 

For  the  present,  and  certainly  if  infants  under  five  are  to  continue 
in  the  school,  the  presence  of  the  mother  is  desirable.  She  prepares  her 
child  ; is  able  to  give  something  of  her  own  and  her  husband’s  family 
history,  and  is,  in  most  cases,  glad  to  be  told,  of  any  defect  found  and  its 
remedy  ; and  a considerable  number  of  them  thanked  me  personally  for 
the  information. 

(iv.)  By  a re-arrangement  of  the  time  table  there  was  little  disturbance 
of  the  school  arrangements. 

C.  (i.)  60  visits  were  paid  to  Schools  and  Departments. 

(- ii .)  As  far  as  possible,  all  children  entering  and  leaving  were  examined 
— in  the  case  of  the  latter,  by  the  way,  there  is  a leakage  in  connection  with 
the  “ Labour  Examination  Certificate.”  I think  it  would  be  well  to  inform 
parents,  &c.,  when  giving  notice  of  the  intention  to  present  a child  for 
examination,  that  the  latter  would  be  inspected  before  such  examination 
took  place  or  certificate  was  given.  I found  last  year  the  examination 
of  such  children  most  important,  and  I discovered  one  child  with  Nephritis 
about  to  be  sent  to  most  unsuitable  work. 

(Hi.)  Under  6 I have  given  the  numb ersAxamined . Details  are 
shown  in  Table  A. 

286  were  under  5.  Males  under  5,  157  Males  5 and  over,  284 

509  were  5 & over.  Females  under  5 129  Females  5 & over,  225 


795  286  509 

(iv.)  Two  were  referred  for  subsequent  examination — one  mentally 
defective,  and  one  epileptic. 

(v.)  The  number  of  children  in  respect  of  whom  directions  for  treat- 
ment of  defects  were  given,  shown  in  detail  in  the  Tables,  was  : — 


Defective  vision  . . . . . . . . . . 57 

,,  hearing  and  ear  diseases  . . . . 23 

,,  teeth  . . . . . . . . . . 311 

Verminous  skin  . . . . . . . . . . 88 

,,  scalp  . . . . . . . . . . 120 

Submaxillary  and  cervical  glands  . . . . . . 398 

Defects  of  heart  and  circulation  . . . . . . 85 

,,  lungs  . . . . . . . . . . 81 

,,  nervous  system  (this  includes  infantile 

convulsions,  infantile  palsy,  &c.)  . . 71 

Rickets,  all  forms  . . . . . . . . . . 70 

Contagious  diseases  (including  4 Scarlet  Fever,  2 

Impetigo,  1 Ringworm)  . . . . . . 7 

Eczema  . , . . . , . f . . . . . . 3 
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and  one  case  each  of  Congenital  Syphilis,  Cleft  Palate,  Seborrhoea,  Goitre, 
and  Congenital  Hydrocele.  I was  asked  by  tbe  parent  to  examine  the 
last  case.  Again,  tbe  parents  of  two  boys  invited  me  to  make  a further 
examination  of  them  than  the  routine  inspection.  I found  both  boys  had 
Phimosis,  and  advised  circumcision. 


(vi.)  Average  time  per  head  occupied  by  inspection  was  five  minutes 
with  parent  present — less  when  absent. 


The  greater  number  of  the  children  are  clean  and  well  clothed.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  it  is  not  fashionable  for  girls  to  wear  close  cropped  hair 
like  boys.  Quite  a number  of  women  seem  to  think  that  long  hair  and 
vermin  are  inseparable.  They  told  rne  they  tried  with  ointments,  &c.,  to 
“keep  them  things  down  a bit.”  In  every  case  I explained  how  quickly 
and  easily  the  head  could  be  made  clean  and  then  kept  so. 


The  experience  of  the  year  is  against  the  formation  of  a school  c'inic. 
In  every  case  requiring  medical  treatment  the  parent  was  advised  to  consult 
her  own  doctor,  and  the  reason  explained  to  her.  If  not  present  at  the 
examination  a written  notice  was  sent.  Many  of  the  defects  found  have 
been  treated.  Defective  vision  has  been  treated  locally  or  at  the  Wigan 
Infirmary.  In  others  nothing  has  been  done,  and  not  because 
the  parents  cannot  afford.  A School  Nurse  would  be  useful  here  in 
following  the  children  home  and  teaching  the  necessity  of  preserving 
their  vision.  One  objection  some  people  raise  is  that  it  is  more  difficult 
to  find  employment  for  a child  wearing  glasses. 


The  cases  of  Impetigo  were  treated  at  once,  and  no  fresh  cases  followed. 
One  girl  was  excluded  from  school  for  seven  days,  verminous  head,  Ac., 
and  instructions  sent  to  the  parent  as  to  treatment. 


The  teachers  notify  me  of  all  absentees  through  illness  of  an  Infectious 
type,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all  such,  and  if  no  medical  man 
is  in  attendance  informs  the  teacher  of  the  result. 


Blind  and  deaf  children  are  sent  to  suitable  institutions.  The  mentally 
defective  child  is  showing  some  improvement,  and  is  learning  a little.  One 
epileptic  child  was  presented,  and  the  mother  was  advised  to  keep  her  at 
home  for  the  present  under  treatment. 


Instruction  in  hygiene  and  temperance  on  the  lines  of  the  Board’s 
Revised  Course  is  given.  Tiie  teachers  also  twice  weekly  give  lessons  in 
physical  training.  One  school  employs  a non-commissioned  officer  to  do 
this  work. 
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No  open  air  schools  nor  school  camps  have  been  provided. 

The  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  compare  unfavourably  with 
those  given  in  the  Anthropometric  Committee’s  Report  of  1883,  for  ages 
and  sex. 


Boys. 

Weights  at  12  and 

13  In  Kilograms 

at  12 

and  13 

Hindley  . . 73-53 

Anthropometric 

76*21  Ho . Hindley  . . 

33-41 

34-78 

Standard  . 76-7 

82-61b.  A.  Standard 

34-78 

37-5 

Girls. 

Hindley  ..  71-66 

80-31tb.  Hindley  . . 

32*57 

. . 36*38kg. 

A.  Standard.  76-4 

87-2115.  A.  Standard 

34-75 

. . 39*5  kg. 

Boys. 

Heights  at  12 

13  In  Centimetres  12 

and  13 

Hindley  . . 55-01 

55-89in.  Hindley  . . 

139*75 

..  141*92Cbw. 

A.  Standard.  54-99 

56-9 lin.  A.  Standard 

140-0 

. . 144*7Cm  . 

Girls. 

Hindley  . . 55-09 

56*17in.  Hindley  . . 

139*34 

. . 142*50m. 

A.  Standard.  55-66 

57-77in.  A.  Standard 

141*3 

. . 147-OCm. 

Of  course,  these  figures  cannot  count  for  much  any  way  at  present. 
We  want  a series  of  years,  and  greater  numbers  before  we  can  draw  any 
deductions  from  them. 


Nutrition. — We  have  very  few  cases  of  underfeeding. 


In  re  Caretakers  of  noil-provided  Schools,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  the  Schools, 
with  your  permission  I think  your  regulations  might  be  printed  with  this 
Report.  The  work  is  much  better  done  in  some  schools  than  in  others. 
No  one  seems  to  be  responsible.  Windows  are  not  cleaned  monthly.  The 
dusting  is  often  done  in  a perfunctory  style.  I know  one  Head  Master 
has  no  copy  of  the  regulations.  Some  of  the  cloak-rooms  are  not  well-kept. 


Directions  were  issued  to  394  .Parents. 
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Directions  were  issued  to  133  Teachers. 


Parents  of  554  of  the  children  were  present. 


In  closing  these  remarks  I must  say  how  much  indebted  I am  to 
Mr.  Booth,  and  during  his  illness  and  convalescence,  to  Mr.  Robey,  Clerk 
to  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Orrell  Darbyshire,  of  the  Secretary  s Office, 
during  the  year. 


Arqyle  Street  Council  School. — This  is  a new  school,  built  on  the  Central 
Hall  plan.  The  defects  pointed  out  last  March  have  been  remedied.  The 
surface  of  the  playground  is  better  since  it  was  partly  flagged,  and  the 
gullies  carry  off  the  water.  The  offices  are  clean  and  sufficient  ; have  an 
automatic  flush.  There  is  no  artificial  extraction  provided  for  the  ventila- 
tion. The  schools  are  clean  and  well  lighted.  Towels  and  soap  provided, 
Clothes  dried. 


St.  Benedict's. — The  playground  is  paved  with  setts.  The  offices  are 
condemned.  The  lighting  of  these  Schools  is  not  satisfactory,  and 
when  the  expenditure  on  the  new  offices  is  completed  the  ventilation 
may  well  be  remedied.  Towels  and  soap  are  provided.  There  is  a fire 
in  the  Girls’  and  Infants’  cloak-rooms,  and  hot  water  pipes  in  the  Boys’ 
cloak-room.  This  school  has  five  lavatory  basins. 


All  Saints' . — These  schools  have  been  much  improved  lately,  and  I 
found  the  ventilation  good,  except  in  two  small  class-rooms.  New  cloak- 
room heated  by  hot  water  pipes.  Two  wash  bowls.  Towels  and  soap  now 
provided.  The  playgrounds  are  cindered  (Boys’).  Surface  drainage  not 
very  good.  Girls’  and  Infants’  playgrounds  are  partly  flagged  and  much 
better.  Surface  water  from  a field  is  allowed  to  drain  into  the  boys’ 
playground.  Offices  are  water  closets;  six  for  Boys,  nine  for  Girls,  six 
for  Infants. 


Castle  Hill  School.- — In  October,  when  examining  Infants,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  Babies’  room  was  70°  and  73°,  and  we  could  not  reduce  it. 
Ventilation  of  these  rooms  can  be  improved.  The  lighting  (artificial)  is 
defective.  Large  playground,  surface  cindered  and  drainage  not  good. 
It  is  a pity  the  approach  to  the  Infants’  playground  is  so  steep.  There 
is  hot  water  to  the  lavatory  basin  in  the  Infants’  cloak-room.  The  offices 
were  satisfactory,  but  the  Infants’  urinal  was  flooded.  Windows  not 
washed  monthly. 


Hindley  Common  School . — No  water  for  drinking  nor  washing  in  Infants’ 
School.  One  lavatory  basin  in  the  Mixed  School.  Towel  and  soap  pro- 
vided. Ventilation  of  Infants’  School  not  so  good  as  Mixed.  In  October 
found  one  of  the  Tobin  ventilator  inlets  covered  with  paper.  The  heating 


is  good.  The  roof  of  the  Infant  School  was  defective.  Playground  flagged 
(Boys.’)  Girls’  and  Infants’  paved.  The  offices  are  pails  ; three  for  Boys, 
five  for  Girls  and  Infants. 


Bindley  Green  Church  School. — The  playgrounds  are  flagged.  The 
offices  are  latrines,  but  the  water  supply  is  from  rain  water  cisterns,  and  is 
therefore,  not  always  sufficient.  The  seats  are  too  high.  The  school-rooms 
are  heated  by  hot  water  pipes.  The  cloak-rooms  are  dark.  Ventilation 
of  Mixed  School  capable  of  improvement. 


Bindley  Green  United  Methodist  School. — Infants’  yard  gravel  and  cinder 
surface.  There  is  one  wash  bowl  for  both  departments,  Infants’  and 
Mixed.  No  towel  nor  soap.  Infants’  School  has  only  one  room  with  three 
classes  in  it ; has  a gallery,  the  steps  of  which  are  too  high  for  babies. 
This  room  is  not  properly  heated.  I have  already  given  the  temperature. 
The  heating  of  the  Mixed  School  is  good.  The  lighting  admittedly  unsatis- 
factory, and  was  about  to  be  dealt  with.  Offices,  privy  middens,  four 
for  Girls  and  Infants,  three  for  Boys.  These  offices  are  deep,  and  ought 
to  be  replaced  by  more  modern  conveniences. 


Lowe  Green  Council  School. — This  was  originally  built  for  a church, 
and  is  of  corrugated  iron  with  wood  lining.  The  offices  are  latrines  with 
seven  compartments  ; flushed  twice  daily.  Good  lavatory  and  cloak-room. 
Playground  cindered.  Heated  by  hot  water.  Ventilation  on  my  visits 
was  satisfactory,  and  the  School  clean. 


St.  Nathaniels  School. — Ventilation  I found  satisfactory  on  my  visits. 
Schoolrooms  heated  by  hot  water  pipes,  open  fires  and  dry  air.  * Booms 
clean.  Lighting  on  a foggy  day  in  December  was  good.  Boys’  playground 
flagged  ; Girls’  nearly  so.  Closets,  three  for  Boys,  eight  for  Girls',  with 
about  190  Boys  and  200  Girls.  These  are  privy  middens,  and  are  a blot 
on  tnis  School. 


Platt  Bridge  Wesleyan  School.— The  lighting  of  this  School  has  been 
objected  to  by  His  Majesty’s  Inspectors.  The  ventilation  is  fairly  good. 
The  playgrounds  are  small,  but  there  is  plenty  of  waste  land  at  the  side 
and  rear  of  the  buildings.  The  offices  are  pails,  and  only  four,  with  two 
urinals  for  Boys  ; five  for  Girls,  and  four  for  Infants.  The  heating  is  good, 
except  m the  Infant  School.  The  lavatories  have  no  soap  nor  towels. 


St.  Paul’s  School.  The  ventilation  is  not  good.  The  large  class-room 
m the  Mixed.  School  ought  not  to  be  used.  I reported  the  offices,  &c.,  to 
you  some  time  ago.  Some  of  the  defects  have  been  remedied.  The  play- 
ground for  the  Infants  was  in  a dangerous  condition,  with  pieces  of  stone 
projecting  through  the  cinders.  The  surface  drainage  goes  directly  into 
the  brook.  The  heating  of  the  rooms  was  good. 
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St,  Peter's. — Artificial  lighting  in  large  class-room  is  not  good.  The 
heating  is  by  hot  water  pipes,  and  is  satisfactory.  This  School  is  kept 
clean.  There  is  a gallery  in  the  small  class-room.  The  ventilation  during 
my  visits  was  satisfactory.  The  lavatories  have  soap  and  towels  provided 
now.  The  offices  are  latrines  ; only  three  for  Boys  and  four  for  Girls  and 
Infants.  The  playgrounds  are  not  very  big. 

Sacred  Heart. — This  is  a new  school.  The  lighting  is  good.  The  heat- 
ing is  not  evenly  distributed.  A fire  and  a stove  are  used.  The  offices 
are  latrines  with  automatic  flush  ; three  for  Girls  and  Infants  ; two  for 
Boys.  The  playground  is  large  but  uneven,  and  water  lies  in  pools  after 
rain . 


J.  CHRONNELL, 

Schools  Medical  Officer. 


January  2Uh , 1909. 
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HINDLEY  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Summary  of  Medical  Inspection. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Children  examined  : — 

A. 


Number  of  Children  Examined.  Ages  in  Years. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

. 10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

M. 

62 

95 

148 

32 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

2 

65 

33 

3 

F. 

TA 

1’  • 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

F. 

441 

854 

795 

50 

79 

104 

36 

3 

1 

1 

— 

3 

45 

32 

— 

Total 

112 

174 

252 

68 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

110 

65 

3 

Total  under  five  = 286 

Over  five  =:  509 


795 


B. 

Table  showing  previous  illness  of  Children  examined  as  far  as  could 
be  determined  : — 


A ges  in  Years. 


Nature  of  Illness. 

O 

O 

4 

5 

6 

7 8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Totals 

Measles  ... 

65 

105 

165 

40 

3 

1 

1 

3 

93 

55 

1 

532 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

27 

41 

60 

13 

2 

— 

— 

4 

24 

20 

— 

191 

Whooping  Cough 

46 

70 

109 

24 

3 

— 

— 

- — 

2 

29 

24 

— 

307 

Chicken  Pox 

38 

55 

80 

16 

i 

1 

— 

— 

17 

14 

— 

222 

Diphtheria 

29 

35 

50 

11 

o 

Li 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

12 

— 

146 

Bronchitis 

7 

11 

14 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

44 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

4 

Mumps  ... 

Neuralgia 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Ringworm 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

8 

10 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1 

30 

Totals 

216 

326 

489 

111 

11 

2 

— 

1 

9 

178 

136 

2 

1,481 
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Table  showing  the  average  Height  in  inches  of  Children  examined 
as  compared  with  the  Standard  of  the  Anthropometric  Committee’s  Report, 
1883. 


A ges  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Boys  

Anthropometric 

36-63 

38-24 

40-2 

41-89 

42-97 

— 

49-37 

52-00 

56-00 

55-01 

55-89 

56-75 

Standard 

— 

— 

— 

h- 

o 

© 

45-97 

47-05 

49-70 

51-84 

53-50 

54-99 

56-91 

— 

Girls 

Anthropometric 

35-33 

38-95 

39-78 

41-51 

— 

37-37 

— 

— 

54-33 

55-09 

56-17 

— 

Standard 

— 

— 

— 

42-88 

44-45 

46-60 

48-73 

51-05 

53-10 

55-66 

57-77 

— 

Table  showing  the  average  Height  in  centimetres  of  Children  examined 
as  compared  with  the  Standard  of  the  Anthropometric  Committte’s  Report, 
1883. 


Ages  in 
Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Boys  . 

92-93 

97-06 

101-82 

108-78 

109-25 

— 

125-45 

132-00 

142-2 

139-75 

141-92 

143-9 

An  thro. 
Stand. 

111-8 

117-0 

119-5 

126-5 

131-5 

135-0 

140-0 

144-7 

— 

Girls  ... 

90-56 

96-36 

101-22 

105-72 

— 

95-00 

— 

— 

138-7 

139-84 

142-5 

— 

An  thro. 
Stand. 

— 

— 

— 

109-0 

113-0 

118-2 

124-0 

129-6 

135-0 

141-3 

14  7-0 

— 

Table  showing  the  average  Weight  in  libs,  of  Children  examined,  as 
compared  with  the  Standard  of  the  Anthropometric  Committee’s  Report, 
1883. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Boys 

33-00 

35-21 

38-44 

41-07 

44-03 



54-56 

58-93 

56-00 

73-53 

76-21 

Anthropometric 

Standard 

— 

— 

— 

44-4 

49-7 

54-9 

60-4 

67-5 

72-0 

76-7 

82-6 

Girls 

31-41 

34-21 

36-71 

40-04 

— 

31-00 

— 

— 

61-18 

71-66 

80-31 

Anth  copometric 

Standard 

— 

— 

41-7 

47-5 

52-1 

55-5 

62-0 

68-1 

76-4 

87-2 

Table  showing  the  average  Weight  in  Kilogrammes  of  Children 
examined  as  compared  with  the  Standard  of  the  Anthropometric  Com- 
mittee’s Report,  1883. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10  ■ 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Boys  

15-08 

16-06 

17-54 

18-63 

19-97 

24-75 

26-75 

25-45 

33-41 

34-43 

36-75 

Anthropometric 

Standard 

— 

— 

— 

20-00 

22-5 

25-00 

27-55 

30-75 

32-65 

34-78 

37-5 

Girls 

14-28 

15-57 

16-6 

18-21 

— 

14-1 

— 

— 

27-75 

32-57 

36-38 

— 

Anthropometric 

Standard 

— 

— 

— 

18-75 

21-5 

23-5 

25-25 

28-1 

30-85 

34-75 

39-5 

— 

Table  showing  number  of  Children  with  decayed  Teeth. 


Ages  in  Fears. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

’ 7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

~ 12 

13 

14 

Totals . 

Number  of  Children  with  bad 
Teeth  ... 

19 

60 

119 

42 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 1 

39 

23 

1 

310 

Number  of  Children  Examined 

112 

174 

252 

68 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 110 

65 

3 

795 

The  use  of  the  tooth  brush  is  confined  to  a small  number  of  the 
children. 


Table  showing  number  of  Children  with  normal  and  defective  Vision. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Totals . 

Normal  vision  ... 

_ 





60 

3 



1 

4 

83 

48 

1 

200 

Defective  vision 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

27 

17 

2 

57 

Requiring  spectacles  ... 

■ — 

— 

— 

2 

0 

1 

— 

1 

1 

27 

17 

2 

51 

These  figures  show  a serious  state  of  affairs.  It  would  not  do  to  take 
them  as  representing  the  vision  of  the  average  child  in  the  Hindley  Schools. 
They  are  too  limited.  I propose  during  the  coming  year  to  examine  the 
vision  of  the  children  in  the  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  Standards. 

The  defects  found  were  : — Myopia,  Mixed  Astigmatism,  Leucoma, 
Nebulae,  and  Strabismus.  In  two  instances  a girl  and  a boy  (about  to 
leave  school),  the  vision  of  one  eye  was  practically  nil,  and  they  were 
unconscious  of  the  fact. 

The  table  shows  very  clearly  the  strain  of  school  work  on  the  eyes  ; 
it  is  most  marked  at  the  12th  and  13th  years.  Some  of  the  defects  have 
been  remedied  by  glasses. 


Table  showing  number  of  Children  with  Ear  Disease,  &c. 


Ages+in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Totals. 

With  disease 



2 

3 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Hearing  good  ... 

112 

172 

246 

65 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

107 

63 

3 

779 

Hearing  bad 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

1 

15 

Otorrhoea  principally. 


Table  showing  condition  of  Skin  and  Head. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Totals . 

Clean  skin 

101 

154 

224 

53 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

102 

59 

3 

707 

Verminous,  &c.,  skin  ... 

• • . 

11 

20 

28 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

6 

— 

88 

Clean  head 

♦ • . 

94 

153 

217 

47 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

99 

52 

2 

675 

Verminous  head 

... 

18 

21 

35 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

13 

1 

120 

The  greater  number  of  these  verminous  heads  were  girls.  The 
teachers  tell  me  there  is  a marked  improvement  since  the  beginning  of 
the  year. 


Table  showing  number  of  Children  suffering  from  enlarged  Tonsils,  &c. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 i 5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13  14 

■ 

Totals. 

Tonsils  ... 

6 

30  44 

17 

— - 

— 

1 

19 

17  1 

135 

Adenoids 

7 

18  36 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 i 1 

i 

77 

Submax.  and  cervical  glands  . 

48 

76  133 

47 

2 

— 

— 

— 

60 

30  2 

398 

In  many  instances  the  Adenoids  and  Tonsils  were  removed.  The 
glandular  troubles  were  found  in  the  ricketty  and  tuberculous  children  and 
those  with  bad  teeth.  I tried  to  impress  on  the  parents  the  necessity  of 
cleanliness,  pure  air,  good  food,  and  clothing. 


Table  showing  Mental  Condition  of  Children. 


Ages  in  years. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total. 

(а)  Bright  

Fair 

Dull 

Backward 

(б)  Mentally  defective 
( c)  Imbecile  ... 

22 

26 

11 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

I 

1 

62 

34 

14 

1 1 1 

3 

116 

95 

34 

6 

2 

The  children  marked  dull  in  some  instances  had  defective  vision,  and 
this  was  the  probable  cause.  The  mentally  defective  child,  her  teacher 
informed  me  in  December,  was  improving. 


Table  showing  number  of  Children  with  defective  Speech. 


Ages  in  Years. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Totals. 

Speech — Good  ... 

103 

162 

228 

58 

3 

1 

— 

1 

5 

106 

63 

3 

733 

Indistinct 

9 

10 

23 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

58 

Stammering  ... 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

In  only  one  case  was  there  any  serious  defect — fear  had  most  to  do 
with  the  difficulty.  In  one  instance,  cleft  palate  was  found. 


Table  showing  number  of  Children  suffering  from  Defects  of  the 
following  : — 


Good. 

Normal. 

Defects. 

Total. 

Heart  and  circulation 

50 

660 

85 

795 

Lungs 

52 

662 

81 

795 

Nervous  system  ... 

48 

676 

71 

795 

In  every  case  of  abnormal  or  diseased  heart,  there  was  a history  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Rheumatic  Fever,  or  Cholera.  Instructions  were 
given  to  teachers,  and  the  parent  when  present.  Two  of  the  children  at 
least  had  no  right  in  school. 

The  Lung  troubles  found  were  in  the  tuberculous  or  ricketty  children. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  these,  and  two  children  with  commencing 
Phthisis  were  ordered  to  be  kept  at  home,  and  medical  aid  secured. 


THOMAS  WALL  AND  SONS  LTD.,  POINTERS,  “ OBSERVER  ” OFFICE,  WIGAN 


